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The 

Goodwood TR3 

 
 

 

Photos:  Alison Payne 

With thanks to the Forum 
for these images…. 

Have you 

ordered 

yours yet ? 

Patricia Dawson takes the inside line 

Story  inside 

 

SS  421 

Communicating with Lea Valley Group and the world 

202112  DECEMBER You can also read this on the TR Register Lea Valley Group website 

Spring out for a DRIVE in your TR 
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With thanks to HERO & Bicester Heritage for this photo 

Please send any Trunnion articles direct to the 
Editor ...as an attachment!   

Keep the text small, if possible use:  TAHOMA, font size 10 

PHOTOS : JPEGS of finest quality please     Send to Chris Glasbey, Editor:- 

E:  chris.trunnioned@btinternet.com 

DEADLINE DATE for      articles 
& photos for next issue is       
FRIDAY  7  JANUARY 

 

Please keep Text & Photos separate.  My Publisher does not 
like it if pics are added to a Word doc.  I like JPEGS ! 

Having just replaced the front tyres on Pat’s Golf, I took another look at the rear 
tyres which are still at the 4mm mark ….so, plenty of life I thought. I then       
noticed a cut and examined more thoroughly. Both rear tyres have cuts and 
cracks  (after 3.75 years) caused by parking on the drive in full summer sunshine. 
I can’t imagine putting covers over the wheels whilst on the driveway but      
perhaps the new tyres can be sprayed with a UV repellent during the hot      
summer ?  Email your thoughts please ! 

With thanks to our regular contributors, as Julian completes his final chapter of 
the TR6 engine rebuild and we hope to hear from him next year with photos of 
TR6 driving in France. 

PLAN B oris …sees us all wearing masks again in public places. Some of us never 
stopped when it was just an option. It certainly made me feel a minority person. 
The Barn at The Cock will be warmer for our pre-Christmas gathering but we are 
assured that there will be enough airflow to meet the advice of letting fresh air 
circulate. Family visiting the Glasbey house over Christmas may have to keep 
their coats on ,with plenty of open windows. 

Shine & Show this year was the very best in 
my view and congrats again to the           
organising team. A hard act to follow for 
2022. 

Given the strange times we are still in ,    
although much Jab improved, many of us 
have been out in our TRs much more. I think 
in 2020 I clocked about 500 miles only 
whereas the TR3A this year has manged  
3,000 miles. 

Seasons Greetings and hope to hear from you 
in the New Year. 

Editorial ... 

What’s  IN …. 

 

3-5   What’s  ON                          
6-7   G.L. Report                         
8-10  A mutter of time              
11      The Calendar 2022          
12     Welcome John & Luke     
13     Mud spreading, sideways  
14-16  HERO ERA , thank you   
17-18  Whitewebbs feature      
19-21   Footsteps, part 12       
22      Data, Classic Car Mart    
23     Jon flies his TR4A 
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GROUP  LEADER:  Pierre Miles                                

T: 01438—880460     E:  pierremiles@hotmail.com                                      

DEPUTY GROUP LEADER: Brian Chidwick                      

T: 01462-730676                                                     

E: brianc.trlvg@btinternet.com                                     

TREASURER + EVENTS TEAM : Phil Sanford                                       

T: 07919-037321                                                     

E: p.sanford051@btinternet.com                                   

Trunnion EDITOR :  Chris Glasbey                                         

T: 01223-833700                                                     

E: chris.trunnioned@btinternet.com                                                                                                                       

TECHNICAL advice : David Dawson                                     

T: 07785-502830     E: xd.xp@btinternet.com                                              

Advisor:  Jon Marshall                                           

T: 01462-673956     E: j_a_marshall@hotmail.com  

EVENTS TEAM:  Mike Aldridge                              

E:  mikealdridge@virginmedia.com 

  Alison Payne                                                           

E: apayne1@btinternet.com 

Meetings Venue ….. Unless otherwise specified, all group 

lunchtime meetings are on third Sunday of month (from 12 noon) at The Cock 

Inn, Broom.  Plenty of parking space behind the pub. This is a “lunchtime 

meeting” so food is optional. The kitchen at The Cock is very small so it 

would be appreciated if those intending to eat could please  call:     

01767-314411  so that they have an idea of numbers. 

WEB SITES ……                                                                                          

TR Register  :      www.tr-register.co.uk                                                    

TR Forum     :      www.tr-register.co.uk/forums                                      

LVG :    www.tr-register.co.uk/group/lea-valley                                     

Facebook : “TR Register Lea Valley Group”                                             

www.facebook.com/leavalleyTR 

REMEMBER :   All recent Trunnions are available on the website, but if you 

are not already receiving them directly, we may not have your   current email 

address.  To keep in touch, update your details with Brian :                                      

trr.lvg@gmail.com 

Disclaimer ….  The TR Register wish to state that, whilst we are pleased to 

assist our readers/members by providing technical information, this is given 

on the strict understanding that no legal liability of any sort is  accepted in 

respect thereof by the club,        company, or its servants.        Neither the club 

nor its technical advisors can be held responsible for the consequences  

resulting from the advice given.         Any products    recommended are used 

at the owners own risk and are not endorsed by the club. 
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Pubs, including The Cock are now ready to welcome you ...give 
Nick a call ….and book yourself in for a lunch one day soon ? 

 
Most people’s thoughts are directed towards Christmas at the moment and the 
weather is not ideal for getting the TR out. Talking of Christmas, it is the LVG 
“unofficial Christmas Dinner” on the 19th of December. The arrival time for the   
dinner is 12:30 which is a little later than our normal time of noon. If you would 
like to attend just for a natter and a noggin please come along and join the fun.  
All places for the dinner are now sold out. 

The New Year starts with the Classics on the Village Green at Barrington, Cambs. 
This is an unofficial event that has seemingly no organising committee but classic 
cars just turn up and park on the village green, get a drink and perhaps a bite to 
eat at the Royal Oak pub opposite the green. A very wide variety of cars are to be 
found which makes for an interesting display. No entry fee, no official start or   
finish time, just a good way to start the year and blow the cobwebs away from the 
night before. Cars usually start arriving from noon onwards. If you would like to 
join in with a group arrival, just let Phil or Mike know via the usual channels. 

Our first major event of the year is the Annual Members Meeting followed by the 
Kick Off Lunch on the 16th January held at the Mount Pleasant Golf Club in Lower 
Stondon. Coming in your TR is optional but if you do, there will be reserved    
parking at the front of the clubhouse. The AMM will start at 12 noon and usually 
take about threequarters of an hour. There will be a report on the Group’s        
activities over the past year, the Treasurer’s report, election of committee      
members and the annual awarding of trophies plus an outline of proposed        
activities for the coming year. You will have an opportunity to have your voice 
heard on how you think the group are doing and any suggestions or complaints 
you might have. Light refreshments, tea, coffee and biscuits, will be provided    
free of charge.  

Following the AMM there will be the Kick Off Lunch, our traditional way to kick off 
the Group’s activities. A three-course meal is on offer, subsidised for members and 
one guest, details of which and a booking form, will be emailed very soon.        
Afterwards there will be a quiz and raffle with a star prize. An event not to be 
missed, an excellent chance to meet up with old friends and make new ones. 
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If you just want to attend the AMM there is no obligation to stay and attend the Kick off Lunch, although 
there will be plenty of opportunity to socialise after the meeting. We will be very pleased to see you for 
one or both. 

The following week on the 23rd, is the MG and Triumph Spares Day at the Telford International Centre. If 
you would like to go and possibly car share, contact Phil or Mike and we will make the arrangements. It 
is a really good opportunity to get all those bits and pieces for your winter maintenance. 

If you would like any further information on any of the above events, please get in touch with us via:  
trr.lvg@gmail.com or the LVG WhatsApp 

 

Phil & Mike     LVG Events Team 

 

 Events for 2021 -2022 Covid restrictions permitting 

19th December Group Meeting & Xmas Dinner  12:30 onwards  The Cock PH, 

Broom 

1st January  Classics on the Village Green     Barrington 

1st January  Vintage Stony  Stony Stratford     www.vintagestony.co.uk 

2nd January  Whitewebbs Museum of Transport     Autojumble only 

16th January Annual Members Meeting & Kick off Lunch                                                                    

Mount Pleasant Golf Club, Lower Stondon, SG16 6JL 

23rd January  MG & Triumph Spares Day    Telford International Centre.                   

£10.00 in advance £12 on the day   www.mgandtriumphsparesday.co.uk/? 

18th-20th February Engineering Open Workshop     Shuttleworth Collection     

www.shuttleworth.org/product/engineering-open-workshop/ 

20th February               Group Meeting   12:00 onwards The Cock PH, Broom 

18th – 20th March Practical Classics Classic Car and Restoration Show    NEC            

Birmingham 

20th March  Group Meeting   12:00 onwards The Cock PH, Broom  

17th April  Group Meeting   12:00 onwards The Cock PH, Broom 

10th May  Castle Combe TR Track Day 

15th May  Group Meeting   12:00 onwards The Cock PH, Broom 

18th June  LGCCVCC Picnic Halls Green 

19th June  Group Meeting   12:00 onwards The Cock PH, Broom 

1st-3rd July  Le Mans Classic 

17th July  Group Meeting   12:00 onwards The Cock PH, Broom 

20th July  LVG Shine & Show                                  The Cock PH Broom 

19th-21st August Triumph and MG Weekend Stafford County Showground 

21st August   Group Meeting   12:00 onwards The Cock PH, Broom 

21st August  Flitwick Lockdown Car, Bus & Motorcycle Show Flitwick 
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26th-28th August Silverstone Classic  

18th September  Group Meeting   12:00 onwards The Cock PH, Broom 
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Sorry, but still not a lot to say 

about TR driving, although I could 

tell you a little about Vauxhall 

Crossland driving- but that  would 

be even more boring.  Suffice to say 

I would not buy one!  The Giulia is 

still awaiting the go ahead by an 

insurance company before the     

repairs can be started.  I asked for 

and eventually received a copy of 

the assessors engineering report 

that made interesting reading.  It 

appears my concerns about steering 

and suspension damage were      

unfounded but confirmed the      

expected high cost of bumper and 

wing repair/replacement.  What is 

astronomical expensive though is 

the quoted price of a headlamp   

assembly at a shade under £2,300 

especially as there was no visible 

damage, nothing shows on the   

photograph and I know that it 

worked as it should. 

The sole thing I can mention about 

my TR is that yesterday, I decided 

the time was right to raise its roof 

to reduce the chance of algae 

growth in the folds.  I had tried to 

raise it for the last meeting at the 

Cock but didn’t manage it.  Well, it 

was a cold morning, the hood is a 

very snug fit and it had not been 

raised since the Welsh Wander 

back in June.  First thing yesterday 

I had the roof up but not secured, 

and then left it for an hour or so to 

be warmed by a fan heater.  That 

made it much easier, to secure in 



7 

7 

place, especially after a strong, hot coffee.  

The only downside now is that our seasonal 

festive passenger can no longer access the 

space behind the front seats and will not be 

in either of the front seats for very long. 

All LVG members will have received a    

message from the committee referring to tak-

ing the group into its second half century in 

a cohesive and forward looking fashion and 

seeking an infusion of energy, new ideas and 

support from the wider membership.  We 

know that we have an enthusiastic         

membership and really do need members to 

come forward.  The committee will be   

changing significantly in 2022 so this is an 

ideal time to step forward. 

I and the whole committee offer our warmest 

wishes to all LVGers and friends in this    

festive season, but more importantly, we 

hope that everyone has a happy and healthy 

year throughout 2022. 
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Pete Muncer 

 
 

At this time of year, it is often customary to look back 
over the previous 12 months and review the year’s 
happenings – I don’t know about you, but I’m quite 
happy to forget 2021 and look forward to 2022, with 
hopefully many more TR activities than we managed 
this year. However, to maintain the practice of using 
the rear view mirror (and to fill up the space), I 
thought I would cast my mind back over my 30 years 
of TR involvement, and pick out some “first-timers”.  
 
I first became the owner of a TR (well, a third of it  
actually) in 1992, when along with Rod Hill and Stuart 
McRoberts (both former LVG members), we purchased 
a 1972 TR6, registration no. LLU 15K  
(so known as “Lulu”). The car was bought from an  
emporium somewhere near Kings Cross as I recall - 
someone other than me drove the car back to Welwyn, 
so my first drive would have been a local blast around 
the lanes. We all joined the TR Register, and based 
upon our post codes, were allocated to North London 
Group. Our first event with the car was to attend the 
Knebworth show, and as we arrived we spotted some 
other TR’s lined up, so naturally we parked with them – 
a gentleman of a somewhat military bearing           
approached us, and after a few minutes chat, informed 
us that we were now part of his group – so that was 
our first introduction to Eddie Holden and the Lea    
Valley Group.  
 
Our first tour with car was the 1993 Haynes/RAC 2-Day 
Tour, which started from Longleat House, with an  
overnight halt in Exeter, and finished at Castle Combe 
circuit – Stuart and I were in the TR, Rod was driving 
our “support car”. I don’t recall much of the tour route, 
but by the time we got to Castle Combe, the throttle 
was sticking and the car was running on five cylinders 
(see pic) – most embarrassing being passed by a    
Morris Minor down the straight. A few weeks later, we 
entered the Norwich Union Classic, which started from 
Knebworth House and finished at Silverstone – and 
guess what, sticking throttle and five cylinders again - 
was it a Trabant which overtook us? My last outing in 
the car was the 1993 Devon Classic, which started at 
Woodbury near Exeter, and after a tour around     
Dartmoor, finished at Powderham Castle – thankfully 
no TR problems on this event. The first-timer was my 
wife Sue, starting her first tour in her Morris Minor 
Traveller (see pic) - obviously she had decided that 
doing her own driving was a better idea than sitting 
alongside me. 
 
By this time I was hooked on the TR experience, and 
decided that I needed my own car. Not having been 
impressed with Lucas fuel injection on the 6, I felt that 
good old fashioned carbs were the way to go, and in 
September 1993 I bought my 4A from a chap near 
Southminster over in the far reaches of Essex. He had 
spent four years stripping the car down to the bare 
chassis and rebuilding it again, including a respray to 
what I was told some years later was Napier Green 
(you won’t find that in the TR catalogue). The car had 
done just 20 miles between MOT’s when I bought it – 
clearly he preferred getting his hands dirty to driving 
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the car. So my first drive in the car was from         
Southminster back to Welwyn - I soon found out, trying 
to keep up with Stuart in the 6, that my 4A was still   
fitted with knackered shockers. Over the next few 
months the shockers and springs were upgraded and a 
few other teething problems sorted, with help from    
various folks, including Eddie Holden, who lent me a set 
of rear shockers before I decided to have telescopics 
fitted. 
 
My first tour in the 4A was the 1994 Haynes/RAC 2-Day, 
which started in Great Malvern (see pic) and finished at 
Castle Combe once more. I must have been guilty of 
pressing on a bit too enthusiastically around the circuit, 
as on the way home back up the A303, I had to stop to 
tighten up the near side rear wheel. Our next trip was 
the Triumph Continental tour, so a first “sur le         
Continent”, and also our first tour with an LVG          
contingent. Arriving at South Mimms Services prior to 
the convoy run down to Dover, Eddie Holden informed 
me that I was Convoy Leader (“Roger, wilco!”) – what I 
had done to deserve this? Fortunately Eddie did not  
observe my arrival in Boulogne town square, for the  
formal reception and welcome from the mayor for the 
tour – a dragging exhaust makes a quite a din across the 
cobbles – “pardon m’sieur le maire, mon TR est un peut 
fatigue” – somehow I was at the back of the convoy for 
the rest of the weekend. 
 
A few years and many tours passed before another first 
occurred. The 4A was fitted with wire wheels when I 
bought the car, and by now they were showing signs of 
worn splines etc. (too many laps around Castle Combe). 
So for the 1997 RAC 2-Day Tour, the car arrived at the 
Thruxton start with a shiny new set of Minilites and 
brand new Vredestein tyres – a few laps around the 
Thruxton circuit commenced the scrubbing-in process, 
and a few more laps at the finish (guess where)      
completed the job. Later that year we did the Haynes 
Falling Leaves event, which was the first tour allowed up 
the Goodwood hill climb used for the Festival of     
Speed – to this day Sue claims that, three up in the   
Minor Traveller, she was baulked on her run up the hill 
by an AC Cobra. 
 
Another few years passed before our first Carpenters 
Arms Classic Car Club event, the 2002 Tibbles Tour. At 
the time John Tibble was the landlord of the Carpenters 
Arms in Harpenden, so inevitably the tour had been 
named for him. Actually the first time we came across 
John, he was extricating his Jaguar Mk.2 from a grassy 
ditch somewhere in deepest Devon on a previous RAC 2-
Day event – you can meet folks in the strangest places 
(a bit like waste sites – see last month’s Mutterings).  
A few years later again, in 2007, another first came 
when I started planning the routes for CACCC tours – 
and I’m still at it. Incidentally the 2022 Springing Up 
Tour will be our 50th tour with the club. 
 
Talking of 50th anniversaries, in the last issue of     
TRunnion, our Group Leader reminded us that LVG itself 
will be 50 years old in January 2023, and the committee 
will be looking for ideas to celebrate the occasion      
suitably. Of course, January is not the best time of year 
for TR activities in the open air, but maybe the 2023 Kick 
Off Lunch should be renamed 50 Not Out Lunch. Later in 
the year, perhaps  the obvious way to celebrate is to 
have a tour with 50 TR’s participating, finishing back at 
The Cock – hang on a minute, have I just talked myself 
into planning a route? – some people never learn. 
 
Anyway, route planning activities continue in the    
meantime for 2022 tours, with a route for the CACCC 
Tibbles Tour (Sunday June 26th) now drawn up. Actually 
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I have to confess to cheating a bit here, as parts of the 
route were intended of the Falling Down Tour in October – 
however the day of the tour coincided with some very    
inclement weather and the fuel shortages, so most entrants 
had to drive straight home from Suffolk. Anyway it seemed 
a pity to waste the entire route.  
 
On the F1 front, a sad piece of news recently was the   
passing of Sir Frank Williams. In the 1980’s and 1990’s,  
Williams were one of the leading teams, winning 7 drivers’ 
championships and 9 constructors’ titles, although in recent 
years they have struggled – hopefully under the new own-
ership the team will get back to the front of the grid. At the 
time of writing, there is just one race to go before we know 
the outcome of the 2021 championship, with Verstappen 
and Hamilton level on points after an incident-packed race 
in Saudi Arabia. In the past, championships have been won 
with just a single victory in the season – Mike Hawthorn in 
1958, Keke Rosberg in 1982 – but they were still worthy 
champions. No points scoring system is perfect, but it just 
seems a pity that Stirling Moss never was champion,      
especially in 1958 when he won more races than anyone 
else. 
 
Finally this month, a “For Sale” advert in Classic & Sports 
Car mag. for a TR5 – now I know that TR5’s are the rarest 
of all TR’s (apart from the TR8 I suppose), and are consid-
ered by many to be the most desirable – but even so, 
£94,500? – and I thought TR’s were an affordable British 
classic sports car. 
 
Anyway, time now to wish the Mutterings Multitude (?) the 
condiments of the season - a Muddy Crimble and a Hippy 
Nude Year. See you at the AGM / Kick Off Lunch. 
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We welcomed John & Luke Searle to our  November meeting ….along with a very 
smart looking TR4A.  Great to see a dark blue TR amongst the sea of red TRs in LVG land. 
Just as many TRs are going into hibernation, we hope to see this TR joining us on one or two 
“drive outs” in the new year. 
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Roger Clark and 
Tony Mason on the 
Lombard RAC Rally 
1975…. 

He won the event 
in 1972 with a Mk1 
version of the     
Escort RS 

The second win for 
this duo came in 
1976 

Same event but a little further 
down the field. The navigator 
of this Avenger was yet to  
become more renowned. 

He was and still is the LVG 
member we call Pete Muncer. 

Rally of the Tests 2021 …..photo: Will Broadhead  (with permission and thanks to HERO ERA) 
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Le Jog 2021  ….4-7 December.   

 

If you wish, you can find the story elsewhere ….I just wanted this photo of a TR4A leaving Lands End 
on last years event.     With thanks again to HERO ERA ... 



15 

15 

 



16 

16 



17 

17 

WHITEWEBBS MUSEUM   …………………   Howard Pryor 

 

For all of you Sir Stirling Moss fans, the  Whitewebbs Museum of Transport in Enfield have just 
been loaned two cars that Stirling raced in period with success. 

They have the Connaught ARSL and the Cooper T51 until the end of February. 

The museum is open on Tuesdays from 10.00am—4.00pm  

The whole place is worth a day visit, having a lunch stop half way round. 

It’s an engineering triumph  ……….. 
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Whitewebbs 
Museum …. 

Photos by H.P. 
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Richard Logan  sent this copy of an article from “Classic Car Mart”regarding proposed 
speed limiters and data recorders  ……... 
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Merry Christmas and a Happy and 
Safe New Year to all our readers. 

With best wishes from Santa Jon 
and all the LVG committee. 


